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2026 OFFICIAL RULES AND REGULATIONS


Important Dates:
Wednesday, April 22nd, 2026 – Registration Deadline
Friday, May 1st - Welcome Dinner and Deadline to Turn in Fundraising Money, by 4:00pm
Saturday, May 2nd and Sunday, May 3rd  – Tournament Dates








I. PARTICIPATION AND ELIGIBILITY
A. Participation as team: For teams entering the Dick Hiley St. Jude Bass Classic, each team must have one partner 18 years of age or older. Those anglers under the age of 16 must have written consent of parent or guardian
B. Each contestant must possess a valid state fishing license from Minnesota or from his or her state-issuing agency.
C. The Tournament reserves the right to refuse entry to any team who has been barred from other Tournaments for rules violations or unsportsmanlike conduct. Determination will be made by Tournament Director only.

II. TOURNAMENT FORMAT
A. Entry Fee: Entry fee for Tournament is five hundred dollars ($500) per team. Deadline to register is Wednesday, April 22nd, 2026.
$50 goes towards big bass. 
B. This is non-refundable, unless circumstances out of our control arise. Entries must be in the Tournament Director’s possession no later than Wednesday, April 22nd, 2026. Beyond that date applications will be rejected.
C. Pre-Tournament and Tournament dates are as follows: Friday, May 1st is official practice day. All boats must be on a trailer by 3:00 pm. NO EXCEPTIONS. The Tournament days are Saturday and Sunday, May 2nd and 3rd. 
D. Weigh-in will take place at Izaak Walton Park. Boxing of bass or moving of fish from one location to another during pre-Tournament practice is prohibited and will result in immediate disqualification. The Tournament officials will have the right to board Tournament boats, during practice and on the Tournament Day, to check live wells, etc.
E. Payback: 100% payout to 20% of the field. Prize packs awarded beyond cash payout. For teams placing in the top 20% and receiving a cash payout, checks will be issued the following Tuesday, May 5th, after required paperwork is filled out on site (Winners Agreement, W-9 and Copy of Drivers License). 

III. WELCOME DINNER
The Pre-Tournament Welcome Dinner will be held at The Front Porch Bar and Grill in Kellogg on Friday, May 1st.  (100 N Sheppard St, Kellogg, MN 55945). This is completely optional. Flight and boat positions will be shared at this time and posted to social media following the dinner. 
An email will be sent to both members of the team the Monday before the tournament. One member from each team will be asked to read and acknowledge their understanding of the rules. 

IV. SAFETY
A. Each competitor must always observe safe boating conduct.
B. Each angler is required to wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved chest life preserver, which is fully secured whenever the main combustion engine is running.
C. All boats must be a minimum of 14-feet in length. Stick steering is not allowed. No barges or similar cumbersome craft will be permitted. Each boat must have all required U.S. Coast Guard safety equipment. Boats shall contain a properly aerated or re-circulating live well space to maintain a live limit of bass.
D. All competitors must have an emergency ignition shut-off device securely attached to the driver’s body whenever the combustion engine is in operation.
E. All boats must be equipped with emergency ignition cut-off device (kill switch) on any remote steered outboard while main engine is in use. Ignition cut-off device (kill switch) must operate properly, which means when the kill switch is activated the outboard main engine must stop running immediately. The ignition cut-off device (kill switch) must be attached to the boat operator at all times while the outboard main engine is in use.
F. Use of and/or possession of alcohol or illegal substances (during the Tournament is prohibited; this includes the time prior to a team’s weigh-in. Violation of this rule may result in disqualification.
G. The Tournament Director retains the right to delay, cancel or restrict Tournament waters in the case of severe weather. 
H. The Tournament Director reserves the right to disqualify the use of any boat and/ or motor he deems unsafe, inappropriate, or unsuitable for use in competition. The Tournament Director’s decision in this matter is final and may be made at any time.
I. During practice and during the Tournament, contestants must follow and obey local ordinances governing the river, including speed limit laws and no wake zone. Any contestant issued a ticket by a law enforcement agency will be disqualified.

V. SPORTSMANSHIP
A. All contestants are expected to follow the highest standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and conservation. Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles may be deemed cause for disqualification.
B. Maximum courtesy must be practiced at all times, especially with regard to boating and angling in the vicinity of non-competitors who may be on Tournament waters. Violators of this rule will be disqualified.
C. During the Tournament days, anglers may not obtain or receive fishing information and/or assistance in the catching of fish from a non-competitor. Competitors may not follow a non-competitor’s boat or allow a non-competitor to anchor and/or hold spots for competitors. Competitors may not engage in the practice of paying non-competitors to practice fishing for them. Violation of this rule or intent of this rule will result in disqualification.

VI. INSURANCE
All contestants using their boat in the Tournament must have a copy of a “paid in full” current boating liability policy with a minimum value of $300,000 (waivers and binders will not be accepted) with them.

VII. PERMITTED FISHING METHODS
All bass must be caught live and in a conventional sporting manner. Only artificial lures may be used with the exception of pork trailers. Only one fishing rod may be used at a time. Trolling as a method of fishing is prohibited.

Per Minnesota fishing regulations, Alabama/Umbrella rigs on the Mississippi River may have no more than two (2) hooks per rig. 

VIII. PERMITTED FISHING LOCATIONS
Official Tournament Fishing locations include Mississippi River, Pools 4 and 5 from lock and dam 3 at Red Wing to the lock and dam 5. The lateral boundaries are the main railroad tracks running north/south on the Minnesota and Wisconsin sides of the river. Contestants may fish anywhere accessible by boat, within the boundaries, except areas designated by federal, state, local officials or Tournament Director.
All angling must be conducted from the boat. At no time may a contestant leave the boat to land a fish or to make the boat more accessible to fishing waters. The boat must remain in the Tournament waters during the Tournament Days. Contestants must leave and return to the official checkpoint by boat and must always remain in contact with the boat except in the case of dire emergency.

IX. OFFICIAL CHECKPOINTS
Teams who fail to arrive at the official check-in location by the time established at the rules meeting will be held for inspection until all other boats have been released.

X. SCORING
Scoring shall be determined by the pounds and ounces of each team’s catch during the Tournament. LARGEMOUTH and SMALLMOUTH BASS will be the only accepted species. The Tournament limit shall be six (6) bass per team. The minimum length of the bass shall be fourteen (14”) inches. Any team who possesses more than the legal limit or brings more than six (6) fish into the Wabasha Municipal Harbor weigh-in area shall be immediately disqualified. Bass presented for weigh-in, which fail to measure the prescribed length violate Minnesota and Wisconsin Fish and Game Regulation and will result in disqualification of the day’s catch.

XI. LIVE FISH
Every effort must be made to keep the bass alive through the use of a properly aerated or re-circulated live well. Four (4) ounces shall be deducted from the total weight for each dead bass weighed in. Under no circumstances can a fish be purposely altered.

XIII. LATE PENALTY
Contestants who are not within the municipal harbor mouth at the appointed time shall have their day’s catch disqualified. All fishing shall cease upon check-in.

XIV. TIES
In case of ties on day 2, positions will be determined by: 
1st  tiebreaker – team fundraising total, 
2nd  tiebreaker – day one weight, 
3rd  tiebreaker – coin toss.
*Or gentlemen’s agreement. 



XV. RULES AND INTERPRETATIONS
A. Contestants will be responsible for knowing the Tournament rules as well as state and local rules and regulations, which pertain to the Tournament waters.
B. All protests must be lodged with the Tournament Director within 30 minutes of completion of daily weigh-in. Following interviews with concerned parties, a ruling will be made. The Tournament Director will interpret rules according to the spirit and intent of the rule and his decision in all disputes is final.
C. Any protests must be lodged directly to the Tournament Director no later than 30 minutes prior to check presentation ceremony on Sunday, May 4th.  If a concern is timely presented to the Tournament Director’s, a polygraph test may be required before receiving payout checks. 
D. Tournament Director reserves the right to polygraph any contestant. Contestant agrees to submit to a polygraph when signing the Tournament waiver. Winnings will be withheld pending results of the test. Teams will be responsible to travel to a designated polygraph location, at their own expense, in Minnesota the week following the Tournament.
E. Discovery of rule infractions will result in disqualification from the Tournament could result. and forfeiting of cash prizes and awards.


XVI. TAXES
The value of the Prize is includible in the Winner’s income.  ALSAC is required to report the value of the Winner’s prize to the Internal Revenue Service.  The Winner agrees to provide his or her valid name, address, and Social Security number to ALSAC for tax reporting purposes.  The Winner is responsible for paying all federal, state, and local income and other applicable taxes that are due in connection with receipt of the Prize.

XVII. ADDITIONAL AGREEMENTS
The Winner will be required to execute a Winner Notification Agreement with ALSAC/St. Jude as a condition of accepting his/her Prize.  The agreement includes releases of liability in favor of ALSAC and St. Jude.   

XVIII. CONSENT TO PUBLICITY
By accepting the Prize, the Winner consents to ALSAC’s and St. Jude’s use of his or her name, voice, quotes, likeness and/or photograph in any publicity, publications, promotional and marketing material, advertising, and any other print materials, web pages, electronic or other communications published or distributed by ALSAC or St. Jude, without compensation and without notice, and to sign an agreement to this effect.  

XIX. MISCELLANEOUS CONDITIONS
In the event that the operation or administration of the contest is impaired or prevented in any way for any reason, including, but not limited to fraud, change of condition, or other technical problems, ALSAC/St. Jude may in their sole discretion, either: (a) terminate the Contest; (b) suspend the Contest to address the impairment and then resume the Contest in a manner that best conforms to the spirit of these Rules; and/or (c) substitute other prizes for any prize set forth in these Rules that becomes unavailable for any reason. ALSAC/St. Jude reserves the right in their sole discretion to disqualify any individual found to be tampering with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or acting in violation of these Rules. Failure to execute and return the Winner Notification Agreement and accept a prize, timely, and pursuant to the terms stated therein, will result in such Winner’s automatic forfeiture of his/her prize with no substitution or alternative prize available.  A failure to enforce any term of these Rules shall not constitute a waiver of that or any other provision.  The information provided by you for this Contest is subject to ALSAC’s privacy policy.  

ALSAC/St. Jude is not responsible for: (i) electronic transmissions that are lost, late, stolen, incomplete, damaged or misdirected; (ii) any problems or technical malfunctions, errors, omissions, deletions, defects, communication failures or (iii) causes beyond the ALSAC/St. Jude reasonable control that jeopardize the administration, security, fairness, integrity or proper conduct of the Contest. ALSAC/St. Jude will not be responsible if weather conditions, event cancellations, acts of God or other circumstances beyond their control prevent the Prize or the Contest from taking place.

ALSAC/St. Jude makes no warranties, and hereby disclaims any and all warranties, express or implied, concerning any prize furnished in connection with the Contest.  WITHOUT LIMITING THE GENERALITY OF THE FOREGOING, PRIZES ARE PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AND ALSAC/ST. JUDE HEREBY DISCLAIMS ALL SUCH WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR AND/OR NON-INFRINGEMENT.  SOME JURISDICTIONS MAY NOT ALLOW LIMITATIONS OR EXCLUSIONS OF IMPLIED WARRANTIES SO SOME OF THE LIMITATIONS OR EXCLUSIONS IN THIS SECTION MAY NOT APPLY IN SUCH JURISDICTIONS.

By participating in the Contest, participants agree to release, discharge and hold harmless ALSAC and St. Jude and each of their affiliates, directors, officers, employees, and agents from and against any and all injuries, claims, losses, damages, actions and/or liability arising out of or in connection with, directly or indirectly, participation in and/or entry into the Contest or acceptance, delivery, possession, use or misuse of any prize received in this Contest.  The determinations of the Tournament Director are final and binding with respect to any matter arising out of the interpretation or application of these Rules. 
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